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PROTESTATION 


A ſhort Remonſtrance, ſhewingwhat 


is principally required ot all thoſc that have 
' ordeetakerhe laſt Parliamentary 
ProTESTATION. | 


EccL. 5+. 45- 
when thou Voweſt a Tow unto Godgdeferre not to pay it;for 
be hath zopleaſure in fooles : pay that which thou haſt 
Toned, Betterit ts that thou [houldeſt not vow,then that 
thou ;vouldeſt Vom,and not pay. | 
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THE 


PROTESTATION 


PROTESTED. 


EECLEs. 5-415: 


en thou voweſia vow unto GOD, deferre 08 to 
pay tt; for he hath nopleaſure in fooles : pay that which 
thou haſt vowed. Better it u« that thou ſhouldeſt not 
*, Tow,then that theu ſhouldf vow and not pay. | 
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Hen in the Scale of Conſcis 
ence rightly informed', I 
weigh the words of the 
Proteſt at 10n,and of this Ex- 
bortation of the Hely 
Glaoft togerher, I cannor 
bur ——_ when I ſee 
whit ſmall account mot: 
| doe mike of ſo folemie 4 
Vow, as they © ſolemnly takeupen them inthe aid 
Pre ej at10n, 


A 2 | For 


y | 
T be Profeſiation proteſted, 

For when Miniſters and People have taken the Pro- 
teſtation, and have ſolemnly vowed to maintaine the 
Dodrine of our Churchyſo farre as it is oppoſlt to? o- 
pery 3 Doe they withall preſently ſet upon the perfor- 
mance of this their Yow 2 Doe they not further deferre 
to Pay it ? Surely if th:y.doe deferre it,the holy Ghoſt 
calls them fooles,in whom God hath no pleaſure. And it 
had bin better for them never to have Vowedthen toverw 
and not pay- 


oObjett, But how doe they deferrethus to pay thei: 
wow thns made ? 


Azſ. In that they doe not preſently renounce, and 


proteſt againſtall Popery, and for ever diſclaime and a- 
bandon all Communion with it. 

Objett, Why, will they.ſay, what Commaunzon have 
we Proteſtants with Pop:ry 2 We doe all renonnce it. 

Azſw.In words we doe renounce it,but indeed we re- 
raine it,and bave cloſe Communion with it : ſo farre are 
we from keeping the vow thus madg, 

Ob, But what Popery doe we Proteſtasts of the church 

of England retaine with usjor hold Communion with? 

An, Wee hold Common with Popery,lo long as 
we doe publikely retaine and maintaine any of the Do- 
&rines of Papery. And the Dodrines of Popery which 
we retaine and maintaine;are theſe. Firſt, The :mpoſit 101 
of the Liturgy, Secondly, The Diſciplize, Thirdly, The 
Government, Fourthly, The Ceremonies. 

O&je3.But theſe being as yet eſtabliſhed by Law, we 
may not caſt them off,tiHl the Law which ſet them up, 
be 2brogated,which myft be by A& ofParliament. 4-4 
ay againſt Popery to caſt it out, as farre as lawfully 
we m4y,and no otherwiſe. es s 

eA/3, 
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es, Firſtall Lawes are to be interpreted according 
to their cleare intention andend. Now the Law for & e- 


formatzon never intended to allow or ſet up Poperie in 


this Church of ©-g/a4. Yecondlyit any humane lawes 
be found tg be contrary to Gods wordgthey are 1walrd 
and voragpſo faio.And it will appeare, thar impoſition 
of a deviſed Liturgy pumare Rites and Ceremonies, Pre- 


laticall gowernment and D iſciplize,aredirec&ly contrary 


to Gods word. Thirdly,having once made this ſolemne 
Protejtation and Yow,againſt allPopery,and finding that 
the particulars aforeſaid are branchesof Popery,we are 
bound zpſo-fa#o forthwith to have no more Commun! o- 
with them, but utterly to renounce them. 

Ob. But what if the Parliament did not intend or un- 
derftand by Popery, the aforeſaid things, as the L7itur- 
g1e, Diſcipline, Government, Ceremonies uſed in our 
Charch,and by, Law eſtabliſhed ? Shall wee preſume toex- 
tend the ſenſe of theProteſtation further then the firſt ma- 
kers thereof intended. 414 the Prelates ( wee preſume ) 
would never ſo readily have ſubſcribed to the Proteſtati- 
an, had. they. dreamed any ſuch ſenſe to lye hid under the 
name of Popery,us therr Hierarchygwith thetr Liturgre_, 
R #ttes,Ceremonies,D iſcipline, Government 3 for then they 
had i# the Proteftation proteſied againſt all theſe , and 
ſhould hate giten their hands and totes, for therooting 
of them ont of this Charch, 


Azxſw,Firſt, This we are ſure off, and 'tis moſt cleare 
by the exprefle words of the Proteftation, that they in- 
tended it againſt all Popery. Secondly, -They exprefle 
themſclves,and profefle thus farre,that the words of the 
Proteſt at10% axe not to be 7a tothe maintaining of | 

v3 any 


T he Proteftation proteſted, 
any forme of worſhip, Diſcipline, or Government 5 nor 
ot any Rytes or Ceremonies in the ſaid Church of £:4- 
{azd. Ergo, wee doe not, we may not proteſt for the 
maintenatice of theſe, Thirdly,fuppoſe that at the firft 
making of the Proteſt at ion 1n the'P arliament,thele par- 
ticulars afore mentioned were not reckoned inthe Ca- 
talopue of all Popery : yet no good Chriſtian will or can 
deny,that the Honourable Houſe ofCommons did not at 
all intend to exclude what ever ſhall be found to per- 
taine to Popery as 2 branch thereof. Ad therefore wee 
may boldly concludethat if the fore-mentioned things ſhall 
be found to be, and that 10 ſmall branches of Popery, the 
Proteſtation bath an eage to cut them off all at one ſtroke. 
Fourthly,we are all in an ereQed hope of ſuch a Refor- 
mation intended by this moſt noble Parliament, as can- 
not juſtly challenge the name of Reformatronunlefle all 
Popery be made to be packing,which of neceſfity muſt 
carry with her all trinkets m_ , ww all her 
ompous equipage,among whole fſumpters,theH:erar- 
= Fit af its F ertificalibm of Pu: why Ceremonies, 
D iſcipline,Traine,Courts,may challenge to goe 11 the for- 
mo! ranke... Fifthly,and laſtly,ſuppoſe it could be ſup- 
poſed by any rationall man,that FE Houſe of Commons 
could have.no ſuch thought, as implicitely to include 
rhe aforetaid particulars in the fardell ofPopery:or that 
they conld poſhbly intend the maintaining of thoſe 
things {ti!,of which they expreſly ſay, That the words of 
theProteſiation are not tobe extended to the maintaining 
of any forme cf Worſhip,D iſciyline,or Government, Rites 
or (ererones ; or that theſe thi/gs ſhould not beremo- 
ved but maintained [HY : What then? Shall private and 
particular Chriſtzazs, knowing theſe things to bePopery 
and Antichyiji;an, being alſo bound by their ſolemne 
V ow 
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Vow and Proteſiatzoz, never reforme themſelves, urtil) 
they ſce a generall Xeformation over the whole Land ? 
What if they ſhall never live to ſe this? Will they . - 
gainſt their k-onledge,again(t their Yow cp Proteſt a: tor: 
live and dye Yotarzes & Communtrcants in that Service, 
Schoole-boyes and Punies under the Ferula of that Di. 
cipline, Vaſſals under that Government, Conf,xmiils to 
thoſe Rites and Ceremonies,all which are very Popery and 
Popiſh 11novat tons ? 

 O5.But howdoth it appeare,that the forementioned 
particulars are branches of Popery ? | 1f our Corſciece 
could bee corvinced hereof by the Wordof GOD, ther 
ſurely are wee bound both Ly Gods Word, and by our Um 
and Proteftation preſently to renounce and abanden theſe 
things,apd to have no longer any Communion with them. 


eA7. It is moſt true,that nothing can reſolve, regu- 
late,and ſettle the Conſcience, but the Word of God 
t1the evidence of it. Now moſt cleare-it is by the Scri- 
pture,that the L:twrgie, Diſcipline,Governmenut, Rites, 
and Ceremonzes of the Church of Exgland, are all of 
them ſo many branches of Popery. For proofe hereof, 
firſt foythe Letarey; this is a branch of Popery in two 
generall reſpeAs : Firſt, in regard of the whole frame 
and matter of it, as bein ablaced out of the Rgmiſh 
Latin Liturgte.,as is confefled in the Booke ofMartyrs, 
ſee for this the late Paratel betweene the Engliſh Litur- 
$y,41d the Maſſe-booke_. I omit to lay any thing bere 
of the many vitious particulars threughout the ſervice 
booke, which run,as the corrupt bloud, through all rhe 
veines Of it, and are by orhers ſufficiently diſcovered. 
This is. enough to ſheyw ie to bePopiſh. The ſecond ge- 


 nerall 
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, 'Heavenor Earth. Whereupon 7obz faith, Who a lyar, 


T be Preteſtation proteſted. 
rerall is,the impoſition of it upon all mens Conſcien- 
C5. VV hich bare 7mpoſiti0# alone, were the Liturgy in 
ir ſelf nevef {o free from other taults,yer being a ſervice 
of mcns deviſing, the impolition ( I fay) makes it a 
branch of Popery.For Popery(we know)is eAntichyiſtia- 
:ſme.And eAntubriſtianiſme is an Oppoſition to chriſt, 
ſo as this impoſition upon the Conſciencezis an oppo- 
ſing and overthrowing of Chriſts Kingly Offkce,who is 
the lole King and Lord over the Soule & Confcience; 
an Office incommunicable toany Crezture,or poiver in 


but be that dexyeth that leſs is the (thrift, Fe is eAnti- 
chriſt.Now to deny eſis ro be tie fole a401ated King 
of his Church,is to deny him ro b- the-Cb-if, And hee 
that ſets up min as Lord over the CoBlctencey-gn pre- 
ſcribing and impoſing what ſervice of God hie pleaſeth 
of humane invention, denyerh 7eſ*+to bethe Chriſt, to 
wit,to be the (ole King of his Church, who is the ſole 
L a«-7iver to the Common-wealth of iſrael, in his ſpiritu- 
all Kinpdome. - | | bath I 

And for this cauſe the Pope is proved to be that 47- 
tichriſt, pho is * the Adverſary tnat exalteth hiniſelfe 4. 


have all that is called GOD,or that ts worſhipped, ſo that 


be as God ſitteth in or over the Temple of GO D(which is 
every mans Conſcience) ſhewing bimſelfe that be 9G od. 
Now in'nothing doth eAztzchrift exalt himſelfe more, 
then in ufurpins Chrifts power in giving Lawes,wher- 
by he exerciſeth a Tyranny over the true Temple of 
God,over the ſpirituall Kingdome of Chriſti And this 
tyranny is chiefly exercifed in ulurping domitiion-over 
our Faith andConſcience inthe worſhip and ſervice of 
Gad,which they place inthe Liturgy. This'is the high- 
eſt pride and preſumption of «Aw; zchrift that poſſibly 


Call 


Wo 
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can be. This is that #rl-worſhip,or a worſhip invented 


of mans will and choice, which the eApoſile * expreſly *Col.2,23, 


condemneth and brandeth,as the higheſt tyranny,abich to 
be ſubje unto ts the ſpoiling & cheating men of their ſal- 
wation(as we read at large col. 2,v.8 18.) and a ſipa- 
rat ing #5 from our Head and King (hriſt.v, 19, and an 
evacuation of bis death ,v.20.Thelmpofition therefore 
of a Liturgte,upen the Conſciencedeviſed by men, 8 
pretended for the eng os fervice of God, yea and 
the onely divine publike Worſhip of his Church, is a 
maine branch of Popery,as being the Charatter of Anti- 
chriſt, or eAntichriſtianiſme, betng convertible termes. 
Thus it ts as plaint, as briefe, that rhe impoſing of a Li- 
turgie of mans deviſing upon the Conſcience 15 the pre- 
tended Service of God(though inadted it 15 rather the ſer- 
vice of man, aud which God condemneth as a * Vaine wor- 
ſhip of him \ u 4 maine branch of Popery. 

Secondly, for Ceremonies of mans devifing in the 
worthip of GOD, and 1mpeſed upon the Conſcience, - 
theſe beingof the ſame Nature with as being @ part of 
L iturgte,are by the ſame reaſons (as before) proved to 
be Popery- 

Thirdly, for D iſczpiize (which ſtands briefly in cor- 
re&tion of manners, & infliting ofCenſures,as £xcom- 
munication, ſuch as is and hath beene exerciſed in the 
Church of Ezelaznd by the Prelates ever ſince the pre- 
tended Reformation in this point) that this is alſo ano- 
ther maine branch of Popery,doe but compare it with 
that D iſceplize inthe Church of Rome, and you ſhall 
find it in all points to jumpe and agree, 2s you muſt 
of neceſſity conclude, if Rymes Diſcſp/ize he Peperie, 
then certainly our Engliſh Diſcipline « Popery too. 
For innothing (I ſay) doe they differ, ſo as the Drſcr- 

B plive 
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pline of our Church being falſe,& counterfeit, becauſe 
Popiſh,and ſo our Church wanting the true D 7ſcrpline 
whach ought tobe one of the three markes ofa viſible 
true Church;as it is-noted in our Homilies: the church 
of England wants this mark at the leaſt. And if the Sa» 
craments be not duly adminiſired,as being mixed & cor- 
rupted with a ſervice of mans deviſing, and miniftred 
pell mell (as 7: the Lords Supper) to ignorant and pro- 
phane perſons, then for ought I ſce, it warts 4 ſecond 
marke of a viſible true Charch,and if (as lately, and Rill 
in many places) the word of God in the preaching of it bee 
generally corrupted, ws when the full and free liberty of it 
71 ſundry points of Evangelicall truth, ts reſiratned and 
prohibited by orders and edifts,not yet called in,and dam- 
ned ; by this reckoning it ſhould want the third mark,and 
ſo much the more, in caſe the calling of the Miniſtry it 
ſelfe ſhowldprove & piece of Popery too. But this by the way, 
onely it leads 14 the way to the next potat , which 1 the 


government of the Church of England, 


Feurthly,then for the Goverament of the Church of 
England, by eArch-biſhops, Biſhops, Arch-Deacons, 
Deanes, Commiſſ[artes, officialls,and the reſt of that fra- 
ternity : if this be not Popery, yea and a top-branch of 
it,I know net what is. Sure we are, not any one of all 
this rabble is found to be in the Srrepture; and thcere- 
fore of divine Inftitutionthis Goverzment is not: And 
conſequently, Chriſtian it is nor. It muſt needs then 


| be of Artrebriſts Order, and Papall meerely. So as if 


Romes Hierarchy be the top-branch of Popery in that 
Church : how can it be denyed,that the Hzerarchy here 
in Exglandis the top-branch of Popery inthis church? 
For if we looke upon this Hrerarchy from Carterbury 
to Carlile, and goe through all their Courts , their 
Offices, 
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Offices , and Adminiftrations therein, wee ſhall 
therein behold the perſe& tmage of the Papall Bealt, 
from horne to hoote. And if any will obje& here that 
the ſubordinate Mzneſters beare a part 1n this Govern 
ment : (Alas !) that's but a mecre mockery. For theſe 
are but the Prelatss (Curates,and a company of Przefts 
little differing from Komes order of Preeſi-bood, in the, 
eſtimats of our Prelates, ſaving that they are nor ſha- 
ven, and have bin of late prevented of being Sacrifi- 
cers- But a part in the 'Hierarchicall Government they 
have none, unlefſe a dumb Prieſt commonly, or fome 
DoRor now and then be #he mouth to thunder out Ex- 
communication intheir Couts , which the poore Cu- 
rate at the Commiſlaries beck muſt publiſh in the c07-- 
gregation. And to theſe Curates conſideration I refarre 
it,whether they be able truely out of good premiles to 
conclude themſelves to be the Miniſters of Chrejt law- 
fully called, whoall of them doe immediately derive 


their Miniſtry from the Antichriſiian Hierarchy,or Þ a- 


pal Prelacy, as the ſole foundation thereof. But this 
ſuffice briefly to prove the Govexnment of the church 
of Englanaby eArch-biſhops 8nd Biſhops, c.(Falſe and 
uſurped Titles) to be a top-branch of Popery. If here 
it beobje&ed, that the Government of eArch-4:ſhops 
and D zo ceſar Biſhops was before Popery came up, or 
Antichrt57 was monnted on his throge : I anſwer,firtt, 
that the Government of Arch-biſhozs 42d D #oceſarn 
Biſhops was antiently much different from the Papa!l 
Hierarchical Government afterwards, whoſe Courts 
ard ſole Prelaticall Furiſdiiions were not known in the 
Primitive Ages long after the Apeſtles. Secondly, the 
Government of Arch-b:ſhops ard D roceſar: Briſhovs, at 
the very beſt, and when they firft ſprung up, was even 
B 2 from 
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from the wel-head corrupted,as being an human device 
and the firſt ſpring of theMyſteryof iniquity,which the 
further it ran , the more corrupt it grewstill it had its 
full confluence in muddy Tiber, the See of Rome, by 
whoſe inundation eAntichriſt,hautng boyſed up his main 
ſailes,could eaſily compa ſie in the whale-Eafterne chriſtian 
world, Thirdly, the Hierarchical Geverimment in Eng- 
land,is a main arm of that Sea ; ſoit hath altered nothin 
of its former property, when it was a limbe of the Papacie, 
ſavine that before the Reformation they beld immead:- 


ately from the Pope, and now,eſpectally of later dayes, they 
hold by the ſame falſe pretended title,which the Pope him- 


ſelfe bolds by,nzamely from Chriſt, and by divine authority. 


Witneſſe Dr. Hals {rweaty diſcourſes. And Dr. Pock- 
lIizgton ſhewes 1 a briefe Pedigree of the preſent titular 
eArch-biſhop of Canterhary, ſaying, * Miſerable men 
were we,if he that now ſitteth eAvch-biſhop of Canterbury, 
could not derive his ſucceſſion from $atut Auguſtine, St, 
eAuguſtine from St.Gregory,St. Gregory from St. Peter. 
So he. Onely, here he failes,and fo becomes miſerable, 
that though he can prove Canterburies ſucceſſion from 
Rome, yet never Rome's from Peter, And ſoa fevera)l 
miſery followes upon it,thet owr Hierarchical Govern- 
ment heing a limbe of the Papall, and ſo a top-branch of 
Pop?ry, it is now univerſally ofall good Chriſtians in 
England proteſied againft,as worthy to be cut off, & caft 
out,as a fruitleſſe,withering branch, and to bee plucked 
up by the Rooteszas a tree twice derd,and as a plant not 
of Gods planting. 


OsjeF, But if it be thus,that for the reaſons, aforeſaid 
the whole Government of theChurch of Ezz/and ought 
ro be eradicated, together with the Liturgy , Diſci- 
pline 
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I anſwer briefly : Firſt, underſtandins the Church 
of England to be none other, then a National Church, 
it will be very difficult,ifnor rather impoſſible to con- 
ſitute it fo,as 18 agreeable in all points toa true and vi- 
ſible Congregation of Chriſt. For a particular church 
or Congregation rightly colleed and conſtiruted, con- 
{ifts ot none, but ſuch as are vitble living Members of 
Chriſt the head, and viſible Saints under him, the one 
and onely King of Saints - but fo it is fot. with a Nati- 
onall church : all the Members thereot are nct vitible .. 
Saints,or Viſible living Members,wherein the greateſt 
part ofa Nation commonly is found to conſilt of per- 
ſonseither ignorant or profaze. * Foras the Scripture , . 
ſaith, Thowzh the children of Iſrael bee xs the ſandof the [4i, 20,22" 
Sea, yet but a remnant ſhall be ſaved, And yet that w:s 4 
National Charch without Parallel : foas in the 
Reformatton of ſuch a Natzernall Church as this, which 
hath bin ſo univerſally overſpread with profancneſle, 
and darkneſſe,ſo long beſlaved under the yoke of Prela- 
ticall Tyranzy, under e£gytian T ask-maſiers , under 
manifold Rameſh Superſtitions, formall Seryice,will- 
worſhip,univerſall falfe and looſe D iſcip/ize, innumc- 
rable, either falſe, or unprofitable, or idle Teachers, 
Non-reſidents,* dumbe-dops, (0 25 whole Countries for 
want of good Mzneſters, (who have beene every where 
caſt out ) and whole Countrzes, yea the whole Land in 
compariſon are overgrowne with P apiſis,or Atheiſis, or 
thoſe that know not what true Rel1910n meants ; where 
ſhall wee begin to 7eforme? Alas ! in compariſon of the 
trueRel.g10n indeed (which ſtands not in a bare profeſſion 
but in power,not ina bare name of Chriſt:as:ty, but in 
B 3 the 
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the nature of it 3 not in the mixture of mens inventi- 
ons, but in the purity of Chriſts -owne Ordinances ) 
the Religion in £-eland is very farre degenerate, and 
but a while agoe was almoſt wholly {lidden backe into 
the very puddle of Popery : yet not all , but as it was 
{aid ofthe Church of Sardu,Thou baſt a name that thou 
| liveſt but thou art dead;yet it were * a few names, which 
bad not defiled their garmeuts: Even ſo in England ghere 
are a feiy,yea ] truſt many thouſands of Saints, though 
(1n compariſon of the whole Land)gbut 4 few names, a 
remnant 3 whoſe hearts are perfc& before God. where 
then ſhall the Reformation begin now tn England > Sure- 
ly tn the new forming of a Church , ſuch us God re- 
quireth inhis Word, Chriſts Voyce muſt firſt bee heard, to 
call forth his ſheepe,and to gather them into their flockes, 
ard folds.For Fxxanda the Church is properly a Conpre- 
gation of Belecvers , called out from the reft of the 
world.For ſo ſaith the Lord* come out from among them 
ard be ye ſeparate,and touch not the uncleane thing, and 1 
will recerveyou. A. ſtrange ſpeech, And beye ſeparate ; 
Surely Gods people muſt be ſeparatiſts from the world 
and from falſe churches, to become a pure & holy peo- 
ple unto the Lord, and he faith to the Prophet 7eremy, 
' If thoutake forth the precioms from the vile,tbou ſhalt bee 
30 25 my mouth z let them returne unto thee,put returne not 

thou unto them,8& ſurely ina corrupt church(as this is) 

anda long time hath bin,by reaſon of the great 4poſt acy 

( and eſpecially the wickedneſſe of the Prelates; wee 

ſhould doe as the Apoſtles did when they came to plant 

churches in a Country where the Goſpel! had nor been 
| formerly preached. Firſt they taught the people, and 
1 then thoſe which heard and belceved,were formed into 


a Church or Congregation, But acre are ( blefled bee 
God 


if | 2 Cor,6,1 7 


q 
| Jer. 15. 
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God ) many you a)rcady fitted to make up holy at- 
{cmblies or Churches. Well then,let it be rhe firlt de- 
gree of Reformation to begin and call forth all thoſc 
into ſeverall Congregatzons, who are firred, and who 
deſire todraw neere unto (hr:/t,in a holy communion 
with him 1n the purity of his O7/4:axces, and rius let 
Gods word rua & have a free paſſage, incalling ia ſuci 
as God ſhall draw unto him, inwhat place ſoever they 
be found. Nor can we thinkeat the firſt eſpecially,that 
every aſſembly of people colle&ed in their ſeverall Pa- 
riſhes,is fit to make upa congregation, & ſo qualified 
as chriſt requireth. For how. many Pariſhes in £-9/4-d 
will be found, where {Carce one. is able to give a reaſon 
of the- ape that is in him ? | 

OS. But ſhall not good Preachers be ſet up in every 
Pariſh, that the people may be inftrufied and ſo fitted to be 
members of a Congregation,ſuch as afore is mentioned > 


eAsſ. No doubt of thatſo farreas is poſſible to pro- 


vide Preachers. 

06, But what ſhall the people do in the mean time, 
who are ignorant,& prophane, though not notoriouſly 
wicked ? for have they not received Baptiſme ? are they 
zet chriſtians ? ſhall theynot then bee admitted into the 
Communton of the other Sacraments £2 

eAxſ. For this,every Miniſter ought to be very dili- 
gent and carefull to ſee,that ord:inary,prophane, and igno- 


rant perſons be not admitted to the ſacrament. * The lame*Dent,152 


the blind is net to beoffered up in ſacrifice. 
Osj. But admit that ſuch asare ordinary prophane 
ſonsand have little or no knowledge of God,be ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament pell mell : may z0t godly per- 
ſons communicate with them,and therein not [in 2 


Anſ.Fer that, let ſuch as are godly looke to it. For 


if 


21, 


* '{ail,12 


X Fer. 16, 
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if Gods Orataarces be profaned(as they ate by profane 


and ignorant perſons comming to theLordsTable,then 
others alſo tl at communicate with them are. guilty of 
the ſame prophanation of them. * 4 little lever le- 


1 Cor.5-6, yeneth the whole lumpe.The Apoſtle applyes it to a mixt 


Communion, Let  keepe the feaſt (ſaith hee)to wit, in 
participating of Chriſt our P aſſeover in the Sacrament, 
xot with the old leven,&c.And therenpon he tells rhem 
I writ unta Jou 11 an Fpiſtle not to company with farnica- 
tors, c. And * This ye knowtthat noWhoremonger wor un- 
cleane perſon, nor covetous man, bath any inheritance in 
the Kingdeme of Chriſt ,Benot therefore partakers with 
them. 

Ob. Bur if Congregations be ſo mixed,as they can- 
not, orare not ſecured,ſhall godly men for that canſe 
deprive themſelves ofthe Ordinance ? 

A-ſ. Firlt,there is no neceflity, that men in uſing 
the ordinance ſhould fin by comunicating with others 
in the profanation of holy things, Secondly, It is not 
Gols ordinance,that his holy things ſhould be propha- 


* Mat,7.6. ned. * Caſt zot your pearles before Swine, nor your holy 
, things to dogs.* Who required theſe things at your hands, 


to tread in my Courts? Andyet their Ollations, thetr 
$abbaths,their ſolemne aſſemblies,were Gods orders. But 
becauſe they were polluted and profaned by thoſe that 
joyrel in them,therefore the Lord abhors them.* waſh 
04, make you cleaneyg7yc, : 
O45. But what's this to godly p:rſons communica- 
ting with propnane ? 


A214 | R . 
#2Theſe2.3 4n.Tocommunicate with known evill doers (which 


even in their prcſuming to communicate in the 074:- 
aances,doe evill in their doing of eval, 1s to partake of 
their evill deeds. * Be not mezetled with ſuch (faith 

| the 
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the Apeftle ) that they may be aſhamed. Ard v.s.tvee 
command you Brethren tz the name of our Lord Jeſu: 
(hbreft, that yee withdraw yoar ſelves from every brother. 
that walketh diſorderly, c. 

O04, But if it be ſo,where can a godly man commu- 
nicate without fin ?For where are not the Congrezati- 
ons mixed ? _ | 

Az. It is trughat it there be none other Congrega- 
tions allewed,but ſuch as are in Pariſhes, this confethi- 
on cannot be avoided. Therefore of necefiry there muſt 
be Liberty granted of ſetting up Churches,or Congre- 
gations, where Chriſts Ordinances are adminiftred 1n 
their purity, and ſo where fone are admitted Members 
of the Conugragation , but ſuch as are approvedof ly the 
whale Afembly,for thetr profeſſion and converſation,as a- 

aznſt which there ts #0 juſt exception. 

. 06. But wonld you have other Congregations, then 
ſuch as are limited toeveryParith?How w:1l this ſtand 
with a Ngt:ozal Church,ſach as 15 the church of E79- 
lad > This would make a divifion,and a ſeparation. 

A#ſ., We muſt looke in the firſt place,what Chr: 
commandeth, and what manner of Conpregat ons Fee 
requireth,and how qualified.If a State will fet upa 4- 
t:oxall Church, wherein many things,out of reaſon of 
State,are tolerated, &preſcribed for order ſake(as they 
call it)and if there be ſuch a neceſſity,neeeffity hath no 
Law : but let not this exclude and barre out the free 
uſe of ſuch Congregations , as whereof the ſpirituall 
Comen-wealth of 7/7 ae! confifteth, over which Cbrift 
as King immediately,raigneth by hisSpirit and Word, 
in the beauty and purity of his er&4#-axces, Let not the 
Conſciences of Gods people be bound,. where Chrift 
hath purchaſed {z&erty. = where Chrifls Congregati- 


ORs 


K0p V"o2t hs; 


Atytoy 


*X T wn, 2:1: And therefore the A 
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ons are ſet up, however they are ſeparate from the world 
i1 the corruptions thereof, yet they are not ſeparate 
from theCivillState,bnt are peaceable members there- 
ot,ſubjet 2nd obedient to all the good and juſt Lawes 
theteof. Yea where ſuch Congregations are creed and 
allowed of by a Civill State, they are both a ſtrengeh 
and beauty,and procure many bleſſings, unto it. They 
are unto a Civill State, as that fulminan rx legro, that 
thundring Legion in the Emper our Antonin his army 
(as he called 1t) which conſiſting wholly of Chriſt :as 
among his other Heathen Legrons, did by thair Prayers 
procure refreſhing ſhowers to the whole Army)when 
1t was ſore diftrefled with drowgth,and terrible ftorms 
on the other ſide , to the diſconfeiture of the enemy. 
ſtle exhorts his Chriftians * to 
pray for Kings, (5 ſuch us are in authority, that wee may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſſe & honeſty. 
AndlIer.29.7. Pray «nto the Lord for the City of your 
captivity : for in the peace thereof ſhall ye have peacezim- 
plying,that it is the duty of Civill Princes and States, 
Heather or Chriſtian, to protec, or tolerate the trus 
Chriſtian Religion intheirKingdomes,as well as of the 
true Chriſtians, and Profeſſorsto pray for them. For 
Chriſts Kingdome being ſpirituall,is ſo farre frombe- 
ing any prejugice to Civill States ,' that.it is the very 
glory and ſafety of them. A#zd therefore the Emperour 
Domitian(under whom was moved the ſecond perſecution, 
and by whom the Apoſtle loha was baniſhed intaPathmos) 
heariag that Chrijts Kingdome was celefizall, and not of 
this world, vecalled his Edt for the perſecution (Euſeb. 
Eccl. Hiſt.li,3.c. 15.) ſoas thereupon it ceaſed. 


' Os. But that there ſhall be an oxder of charch-govern- 


ment 
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ment eſtabliſhed in a Natroxal/ Clurch, and withall 2 
liberty left for other Church-aſſcemblies, exempred 
from this government ,this may be a meanes to foment 
factious and envious emulations inaState,to the diſtur- 
bing of the peace thereof. 

eArſ. For this, firft,therc be good Lawes for civill 
Government, Secondly,that any one among the exempred 
Congregations doe incorrighly mistebate themſeltes, the 
L aw can take order with them. Thirdly, let no man 
blame them,betore they try them.Feurthly,it bath bin 
an old Stratagem of Sata ſtill to lay ll the blame of 
what ever diſaſtcr,upon the Chriſtzars , ys Nere dtd, 
Fifthly,it-cannort be expeed, but where ever the Go- 
ſpell commeth in its power and purity, it will kindle 
coales,and ftirreup debate, ay Chriſt ſaith, :t ſets the 
Father againſt the Son,and rhe Sonne againſt the Father, 
&c.But this is acctdentally,in reſpec of the malignant 
objeQs it meets withall,though natural! too, in reſpect 


of the good ſubjects, in whom it is,and by whom it is - 


ſincerely profefſed,fev it fills them with zeale & plain 
dealing in reproving of finne, which the world cannot a- 
wey withall. Thus it hath done in all ages. And God 


Matt 0,1 


in the * beginning after the fall, upon the revealing of * Ge.19. g. 
Cbrift,put an unreconcileable enmity, and deadly batred N47. 


betweene the ſeed of the Serpent, and of the noman, be- 
tweene the Eleft and Reprobate to the Worlds end,eAnud 
:f for this every crvill tate ſhould ſhut out the true Re- 
ligion, where would there be left any true Church upon 
the Earth 2 


O5.But tkeChurch-way of indeperdency is too ſtriQ, 


and cannot be content with a mediocrity , but aſpires 


te ſuch a perfe@ion of purity, as men are not capable 
of 3 and therefore ſuch will ofneceſlity be envied and 
G2 mligne 


* AMat, I I o 
29.20, 


bers of another (ongregation , 
ſhould thetr wages be diminiſhed. 


The Proteſtation proteſted, 
maligned, which wall bc cauſe of divifions. 

Arn, As ifall true Chriitians were not exhortede- 
very where,&ſo bound to irive for pertetion,ſo much 
as is poſhble,as we reade MHatth, 5 .20.48.Phil.3.12, 
Col.1,28,(9 4.12.2.71m,3.17.and every where in the 
Scripture is perte& holineffe required,as Epheſ. 4. 1 2. 
2.(0/.7-1. Let (faith the Apoſtle) clearſe our ſelves 


from all filthsaeſſe of the fleſh & ſpirit,perfefitng boltneſſe 


7n the feare of God.Sce alſo Heb.5.12.0% 6.T.G., And 
for envy, were there but once ſet up amongſt us ſome 
ſuch Congregations, as Come neereſt to the Rule of 
Gods W ord,both in Ch«rch-conſt:itutions, and in Gra- 
.ces ſutable;they would araw no lefle love and liking to 
them,when wee ſhould ce in them the beauty and glo- 
ry of Chriſt more ſhining forth in them,then ever this 
Land hath yet ſeene. And however the world accounts 
ſtritneſſe,yer none areadmitted Members thereot,but 
ſuch as are beth willing and defirous,and doe freely en- 
ter into Covenant to obſerve all the conditions and or- 
ders thereof according to Gods Word : and who fo are 
over,in,and of this Congregatzonthey find in it nothing 
that is grievous, but Chriſts ſectneſle * whoſe yoake 
is caſie,and his burthen light. 

O45, But if ſuch Congregations were ſet up, which 


arenot confined to any one Pariſh,but colle&ed out of 


many places,or out of many Pariſhes, 7t wouldperbaps 


flirre up the parechiall Miniſters,or ſome, at leaſt, to en- 


ty and maligaity, when they ſhould ſee the beſt Chriſtians 
1 all their Pariſh to be under another Miniſftry,and mem- 
aud by this meanes alſo 


4-7ſ.Firft,if Chriſtians,living ina Parithzſhall find 


jufk cauſe of ſeparating themſelves from- ſuch a Coz- 


gregat 1072 
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gregation, as wherein great Scandalls and offeiices are 
conſtantly given, ſo as rhey cannot with a good conlci- 
ence, and without diſhonour to God& his Ordinances 
communicate with ſuch an aflembly,wherecof the grea- 
teſt part confiſts of prophane and 1gnorant perſons - (as 
atoreſaid)but are forced to joyne themſelves with ſuch 
Congregations, where 0 ſuch offences be : ſhall any 
M:niſters be fo unchriftian,as to envy this ? Or if they 
doe, let them reforrme'their owne (ongregations, and 
take away all ſuch ſcandalls, and ſeparate the pretious 
from the vile, and adminiſter the Ord#zazres of” Chriſt 
urely and holly , and fer up Chrifts Government 
Fathcir Congregations, that ſo they may retaine thoſe 
lhoneſt ſoules,which otherwiſe are forced to forſakethe 
pudled ftreames,to enjoy rhe {weet,freſh,8& pure foun- 
taine of living waters. Nor will the Atniſters and Pa- 
ſtors of ſuch Independent Congregations looke after any 
_ ſuch wages,as the parochial Miniſters challenge to them. 
ſelves,as T1 thes,or the like. Ns ſwrely,they are,and will be 
content that ſuch competent maintenance s the Men 
. bers of their ſeverall Congregations reſpettively , ſhall 
freely,without any compulſon tas is uſed in Tithes) allow 
unto them. Now. let any that profeſſe to be the Miniſters 
of Chrift; maligne other, either Miniſlers or people, who 
are deſirous to enjoy Chrifts Ordinances,in as much purity 
as may be,and with as much liberty of conſcience, as Chriſt 
hath prruiledged them withall. 


O4j. But the Parliament now vcing about a Refor- 
mation,as the removing of all eAntichrijttaniſmc. 8 
Pepery,as the H lerarchicall Government, 8 Ceremonies 
purged,the L:turgy, and D :ſcepline, what Governmet 
(ball be ſet up in this Natre-all Church ? 

| G3 Anſ, 
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Azſ. The Lord firengthen and dire& the Parliament 
ig ſo great and glorious a Worke 3 and bleſſed bee God 
who bath raiſed up ſuch inſtruments for ſuch a worke, and 
who bath put in thetr hearts to be ſo zealous and unani- 
mos for the perfefiing of it ſofarre as ts poſſible, and may 
fland with the Nature of a Nationall Church? But as for 
the manner of Gewernment ofaN ationall Church, be- 
cauſe it hath no patterne in the Scripture now under 
the Goſpell , who can herein preſcribe or adviſe any 
thing-But firſt of all,zf good Preachers be ſet up in every 
Pariſh,the noughty & ſcandalous being remeved,and then 
for the better and ſpeedier ſupply hereof, the Vnrverſities 
aud Grammer-fchooles be purged, and better Governours 
and Miniſters ſet up : ſo ſhall the people be taught, that 
they periſh not for want of knowledge. As for the manner 
of Government of Par:ſbes,whether by a Presbytery,or 
otherwiſe, that ( as being, for its externall forme and 
frame,of a poliricke Nation)T leave to the prudence of 
thoſe,in whoſe hands it is put : let it be what it will, fo 
as Rill a due reſpect bee had to thoſe (oneregat ions and 
Churches, which deſire an exemption and liberty of en- 
joying Chriſts ord:na#ces in ſuch a purity, as a Natro- 
zall Church is not poſſibly capable of. And what ever 
Liturgy,or Ceremonzes,or Diſciplineare left to accom- 
pany this N4tronall Church-government,;tis indifferent 
with us, ſo wee may enjoy our chr:'{t:an liberty inthe 
true ule of ſuch ordinances , and of ſuch independent 
Church-government, as Chrift the onely Law-giver of 
his Church,and Lord of the conſcience, hath left unto 
vs in his word. 

O5j. But z7zdependent Churches , being abſolute 
in themſelves,8& exempted from a ſuperior ſuriſdi&i- 


on 
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n of others,and yet not exempt from poſſibility of er- 
ring : what Law is left to reduce rizem from their er- 
rour? or that they perſiſt in their obſtinacy,what pow- 
cr ſhall cenſure,or correct them ? 

Azrſ.Firſtzthey have Chriits law to regulate them. 

Secondly,they have the Law of Chriſt, which is by 
love to ſerve one another. They have the Law of affoci- 
ation & confederation with other churches to conſult, 


—-adviſc,and conferre with,in matters of doubr or queRti- 


on. Andif after all other remedies any be obſtinate in 
his,or their error,they are liable to excommunication, 
either in the ſame Congregation, it it bee a particular 
perſon,and the errour great,or from other Churches, if 
the whole Congregation have offended,and doe ftiffely 
maintaine a dangerous errour,which yer is rarely ſeene 
Ina well conſtituved Congregation, confi ſting of meet 
members. And if at any time ſuch a thing ſhould fall 
out,which cannot grow but fr6 ſome root of apoſtacy, 
-- particular or generall : if- the offence doe refle& alſo 
upon the Lawes of the Civill ſtate, which are made a- 
gainſt knowne Herefies,or Blaſphemy,or Idolatry,and 
the like,the off&ders are obnoxious to the c1vill power. 
So little feare there is,that any adependeat Congree a- 
t:08,0r any member thereof, ſheuld be exempt from 
condigne cenſure, where juſt cauſe is given cither Ec- 
Clefiaſticall or civill. 


